Episode 39 


Writing of Takmilah Fathul Mulhim 


Prior to the partition of India, Shaikh ul-lslam Hazrat Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Usmani (may Allah’s 
mercy be upon him) had written a masterpiece commentary of Sahih Muslim in India titled 
“Fathul Mulhim”, which received praise not only from within India, but even Arab scholars, and 
people of knowledge are well-aware of its worth and value. However, this commentary of 
Hazrat’s had only reached Kitab un-Nikah when Hazrat’s political and communal activities 
engulfed him and he could not finish it, until he passed away in 1949. Our respected father (may 
Allah’s mercy be upon him) had a heartfelt desire for this book to be completed. He was himself 
busy with such variegated activities that it was difficult for him to take time out for completing it 
himself. He therefore expressed his desire to several scholars who specialized in the science of 


Hadith, but they were also very busy. 


Finally, some time before his demise, our respected father (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) 
implicitly instructed me to begin this work and to have the manuscript reviewed by him on a 
regular basis. Prior to this, | had not even imagined taking up such a weighty project. However, 
at my respected father’s (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) implicit instruction and at receiving 
reassurance that he would review my entire draft and would make corrections wherever 
correction was needed, | began working on the Takmilah from Sahih Muslim’s Kitab ur-Rada’ 
relying upon Allah. The intention was that through this process, | would receive training under 
his supervision. | would therefore write something every day and submit it to my respected father 


(may Allah’s mercy be upon him), who would bestow his comments. 


However, God had planned something different. | had only written eighty pages of the 
manuscript when my respected father’s (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) illness aggravated, and 
finally the time arrived whose mere thought would keep the heart anxious at all times. My 
respected father (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) returned to his Creator on the 11° of Shawwal 
1396 AH, circa October 1976. This incident, and the issues arising in its wake, kept the heart numb 


for a long time. | had started this work of completing Fathul Mulhim at my respected father’s 


(may Allah’s mercy be upon him) reassurance that he would supervise it, but now that support 


had gone. | therefore remained in the thought for a long time: 
aede eee ein 


The goblet had broken and the cupbearer was no more 


But when the senses began to return after some time, the heart said: “The work that respected 
father (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) had eagerly initiated should be brought to completion to 
one’s best effort. When Allah the Blessed and Most High has granted the tawfeeq to start a 
service, it should be hoped from His grace itself that He would help to bring it to completion as 
well. Who are we and what is the reality of our knowledge? If He wants, He can take whatever 
work He wants from a worthless speck of dust. Whatever happens, happens through His tawfeeq 
alone. The work should be resumed by begging for tawfeeg from Him. If He wants, He will bring 
it to completion. And if He does not want, what power do! possess to write even a single word?” 
This thought gave some courage, and after istikharah | restarted this work with the intention of 
studying the commentaries of the Hadiths and thereafter writing a summary of my study in order 


to increase my own knowledge. 


When Hazrat Shaikh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) came to know 
that | had started this work, he provided further encouragement and at the same time expressed 
his intention of getting the Introduction to Fathu! Mulhim published together with his tahqeeq 


and ta’leeq. Regarding this, he wrote in a letter to me: 
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Translation: 


Very honourable brother and beloved, the flower of knowledge and scholars, the delight of 
people of honour and excellence, honourable Shaykh Muhammad Taqi Usmani (may Allah 


preserve and protect you and make you a means of benefit) 


From your brother and well-wisher, Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah 
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Peace be upon you and Allah’s mercy and blessings, 


| praise Allah and send salutations and blessings upon Allah’s slave and messenger our Master 


Muhammad. | hope that you, your entire family and brothers are in the best of states. 


| also hope that you will inform me about your scholarly plans. One of your well-wishers, i.e. 
brother Muhammad Ilyas Zafar, informed that you have undertaken the task of completing 


Maulana Shabbir Anmad Usmani’s Fathul Mulhim. This is a work of great virtue and benefit. 


When you have undertaken this, | wish to contribute to the construction of this lofty and grand 
palace through a small brick, by way of presenting my services with regards to the Introduction 
to Fathul Mulhim, its tahqeeq, and high-quality printing as befits the stature of this majestic book 


and magnificent commentary. 


To this end, | have been focusing my attention towards studying the Introduction and organizing 
it for the past one month, and am doing so with consideration to its publication and printing in 
this first reading itself. And in the second reading, InshaAllah its ta’leeq and takhreej shall be kept 
in consideration, so that this Introduction proves to be a coolness of my and your eyes. | request 


your prayers to receive tawfeeq and help from Allah. 


The published copy that Maulana Binnori (may Allah’s mercy be upon him) had granted me 
contains a biography of Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Usmani written by Maulana Ashig Ilahi. | find it 
somewhat brief for his great stature and personality. How good would it be if you could get his 
biography compiled for my sake by a pen which is more comprehensive and clearer, and which 
possesses deep emotions and a better style of presentation. | would be most grateful to you. 
Also, please bestow another copy of the book at the time of publication besides the one | already 


possess, as a precaution. 


Whenever a new book of Hadith or Fiqh is published on your side, please favour me by purchasing 
a copy, so that | can at least smell the air of the city, if visiting is not possible. The entire costs 
from purchasing to shipping are on me. So please do this favour on me without any hesitation. | 


shall remain ever-grateful to you and InshaAllah there shall be ever-continuing rewards for you. 


Please convey my salam to your children Bareerah and Muhammad Imran and to their siblings. 
May Allah grant barakah to all. And my sa/am to all the scholars and pious students. | entrust you 


to Allah. And peace be upon you and Allah’s mercy and blessings. 
Your brother 

Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah 

3/3/1398 AH 

My address: Riyad, Kuliyah Usool ud-Deen 


| wrote this letter to you at a time when brother Muhammad llyas Zafar was with me. He stirred 
my emotions and motivated my hand to take up the pen and | wrote these words. He also sends 


his salam to you. 


Thereafter he wrote in another letter: 
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Translation: 


Dearest brother and beloved, Allamah Maulana Shaikh Muhammad Tagi Usmani, whom Allah 
the Most High has bestowed with great bounties and favours. May Allah Most High protect and 
help you, grant you honour, shower His favours upon you and make you a source of benefit for 


one and all. 
From: One who loves you and hopes for your prayers: Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah 


Peace be upon you and Allah’s mercy and blessings, 


| praise Allah before you and hope that all of you and your honourable family are in Allah’s graces 
and bounties. | received your gracious and honourable letter. It breathed life into me and 
nourished the soul. Bravo to you! And bravo to your respected father! May Allah Most High 


shower His mercy and pleasure upon him and enter him into His mercy and Paradise. 


| was delighted at your book. It rejuvenated me and granted me strength and renewed my 
motivation in an excellent and gracious manner. May Allah reward you for your writing, for you 
rehabilitated through it (and whoever rehabilitates a barren land becomes its owner), as has been 


narrated in a Hadith. 


| also received your kind gift: Al-Izdiyad as-Sunni ‘Ala al-Yaani’ al-Jinnee and the Introduction of 
Fathul Mulhim bi-Sharh Saheeh Muslim. May Allah grant you honour, and may He preserve you 
as the oasis and refuge, the fountainhead of benefit, and a beacon of light for your well-wishers 
and admirers. The heart was much pleased at learning of your intention to complete Fathul 


Mulhim. This is a right which | refer to by quoting the words of Allah Most High (3 (\é. Sys es) 


“and the heir has a like duty”. All thanks to Allah for granting you this blessing, granting you 
honour, and favouring you, and we ask Allah for more favours and bounties for Shaikh and 
disciple, and for novices like myself as well as the likes of you who possess familial legacy of 


honour since time immemorial. 


Abul Abbas al-Mubarrid had said long ago, and rightly so: “Excellence cannot be deemed merely 
because of being earlier in time, and neither can one who does a good work be deprived of 
appreciation merely because of doing it later. Rather, each is granted what he deserves”. And Ibn 
Malik had also said to the same effect: Wd jo .e Fels :y| ey “And what is Ibn Malik? Better than all 
your imaginations”?. Regarding this, he writes at the beginning of his book “Tasheel”: Every ill 


and weak person should look at the stature of scholars of Tafseer. When God-given knowledge 


is granted together with special favours from Allah, it is not far-fetched for some people from 


1 These are actually words of praise expressed by a wife regarding her husband, which have been narrated in a 


Hadith. Here, Hazrat Shaikh has alluded to that. 


later times to take up something which is very difficult for their predecessors. We seek refuge in 


Allah from such jealousy as shuts the doors of fairness, and which obstructs praiseworthy traits. 


May Allah cool eyes through you, your legacy and the trails you leave behind. And may He grant 
joy to the heart which is grieved at losing its treasures. | hope Allah the Sublime and Most High 
will soon bless me with a trip in which | can visit both the Shaikhs and make heartfelt prayers for 
mercy for both residents of graves with tearful eyes, so that the eyes can fulfill their rights and 
moist eyes can pour their tears, and the grieved heart can find some solace by shedding tears. 
Verily to Allah belongs what He grants and what He takes, and everything has an appointed time 


with Allah. 


In like manner, | hope from Allah that He grants me the blessing of completing Mabahith Fee 
‘Uloom al-Hadith, i.e. Introduction to Fathul Mulhim, so that | can be like one carrying an 
honourable passenger for Hajj to the House of Allah, who is destined to receive blessings and 
mercies, and the carrier briskly carries his passenger in the hope that he can also receive what 
his passenger shall receive, and he can also be blessed with the good fortune which his passenger 
attains. | therefore request for your prayers for this work to be completed and accepted in the 


Court of Allah. Indeed, Allah accepts prayers of those who supplicate to Him. 


May Allah grant blessings to newborn Hassaan and his honourable brothers, and salam from 
Jamanah, Salman, Lubabah and Hasna — from among those who remain, to their pious brothers 


and sisters Imran, Bareerah and Muhammad Zubair. 


And my salam and greetings to dearest elder brother Maulana Shaikh Muhammad Rafi. May 
Allah Most High further elevate his high stature, and may He fulfill his precious wishes for the 
longstanding, noble and radiant institute, so that the later ones can complete the building whose 
foundations the predecessors had laid, and the special brick can be placed at its place. In the end, 


| entrust you all to Allah. 
And peace be upon you and Allah’s mercy and blessings, 


Riyad, 24/4/1398 AH 


Requesting your prayers --- Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah 


